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The Daily Astorian—KENT KERR | 


| Surprise! 


Leonid Mychen, right, a Soviet sailor Friday from its home port of 

_ aboard the Soviet transport vessel Petropaviovsk-Kamchatsky on the 

Ichinsky, was presented with a birthday Kamchatka pennisula after a rough 

cake by Ann Musche, left, as shipmates crossing for some extended rest and 

and Mariner’s Center staff gathered relaxation. 

around to give the 29-year-old sailor the During their stay, the crew members 

surprise birthday party Wednesday night helped paint the interior walls of the 

at the center. Maritime Center. The ship is scheduled to 
_ Ichinsky arrived in Astoria last depart Saturday for Vancouver, B.C. 
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Both groups of Astoria seniors enjoy barbecue 


by Jodie Willson 


It was a feast fit for a 
king when Astoria's 
senjors joined for a hot 
dog barbecue party 
both groups. 

The senior citizens at 
the Astoria Senior 
Center hosted the party 
May 25 for graduating 
seniors from Astoria 
High School. 

The menu included 
grilled hot dogs with 
all the fixings, potato 
salads and other dishes 
made by the elder 
seniors for the occa- 


sion, soda and cheese- 
cake. 


Earlier in the year, 
the high school seniors 
had. hosted a party for 
the senior citizens. The 
senior citizens decided 
to return the favor and 
Hedy Kiminiki came 
up with the hot dog 
barbecue idea. 

Local businesses 
helped bring the event 
about, Astoria Safeway 
donated the hot dog 
buns, Van Dusen 
Beverages supplied the 
soda machine and 
Hauke's Sentry Market 
contributed the hot 
dogs and cheesecake. 

During the party, the 
billiard tables were 


never empty, as the 
soon-to-be. graduates 
grabbed the opportuni- 
ty for some free pool 
shooting. 
Entertainment was 
also provided by both 
groups — —= Andy 
Honcharenko played 


his saw, accompanied | 


by Audrey Paetow on 
piano, and Astoria 
High student Kristen 
Merrill, who was cho- 
sen first runner-up at 
the 1989 Miss Clatsop 
County Pageant, sang. 

Everyone agreed it 
was a perfect way to 
spend a sunny after- 
noon. 


Bo 


OOH THIS LOOKS GOOD — Grilled hot dogs, potato chips, 
potato salad, jello, baked beans, pepsi and cheesecake — what a 
meal it was when the Astoria Senior Center hosted a barbecue for 
the graduating class of Astoria High School on May 25. The senior 
citizens returned the favor from a luncheon earlier in the year given 
them by the students. 


the Et e der t- Ne GN fe 2 
es Pi 
gi! AwtH ie ee 


Alea are £_O 
J—e 2 SS SZ 


ro W 


X Anna Lake 


oO 
“ Russian interpreter, 82 
Anna Lake, 82, of Astoria, died 
Monday, Jan. 30, in Aumsville. 


Mrs. Lake 
was born in 
Csars, Russia, 
on May 5, 
1912, to George 
and Marie 
Lebedoff. She 
moved to the 
United States 
with her family 
as a small child, 
settling in San 
Francisco, 
where she 
received her education. On Jan. 4, 
1947, she married Benjamin Lake. 
He died earlier. 

The Lakes moved to Astoria in 
1947, living in the Youngs River 
area. Mrs. Lake was a homemaker, 
active in 4-H with her children-and 
Home Extension. With her Russian 
heritage, she was often called upon as 
an interpreter for the hospital when 
Russian sailors or fishermen needed 
care. She will be remembered for her 
love of family. 


Anna Lake 


Mrs. Lake attended the Jeffers 
Garden Community Church and later 
Bayview Baptist Church. 

Surviving are three daughters, 
Judith Lake Miller of Astoria, Bar- 
bara DeBellis of Aumsville, and 
Jeanne Miller of Salem; three sis- 
ters, Ethel Thompson of Hansville, 
Wash., Nora Nelson of Anderson, 
Calif., and Mae Newcomb of Win- 
ters, Calif.; one grandson, Mathew 
Miller of Salem; and three grand- 
daughters, Erica, Allison and Nic- 
hole DeBellis, all of Aumsville. 

Visitation is 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, and 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday at Caldwell’s Luce- 
Layton Mortuary. 

Funeral is 2 p.m. Saturday in the 
Chapel of Caldwell’s Luce-Layton 
Mortuary.) «>: Key 

Burial follows at Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Marion County Exten- 
sion 4-H Dog Program, 3180 Center 
St. N.E., Salem, Ore. 97301. 


The Daily Astorian-ROBIN LOZNAK 
Gunnar Lind, 80, of Astoria leans in to make a shot at the Senior Center in Astoria. Lind says he likes to play pool at the center five days a week. ] _/0- Pf / 


John Price 
373 Altadens Avenue 
Astoria, OR 97104 
May 4, 1991 

Mr. Willis L. Ven Dusen 

Yayor 

City of Astoria 

1095 Duane 

Astoria, OR 97103 

Dear Mayor Van Dusen: 

As Rarbara Darby's employment at the Astoria 
Senior Center will terminste June 70, I have 
written 2 letter of reference for her use in 
seekincs future employment. 

I thourht that you would be interested in 
a review of her accoymvlishments in the develop- 
ment and growth of the Senter. I, therefore, 


am sending to you the attached photo copy. 


Respectfully, 


as 
S, : ee Sn ie 


J 


May 3, 1991 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


Having known Barbara Darby since 1982, I heartily recommend her for any 
employment she may consider. I first encointered Barbara in the winter of 1982 
in my second year of retirement as an Astoria high school English teacher, She 
had been hostess of the Astoria Senior Center since July, 1981. 

I was impressed by her cheerful, eager disposition, her ability to get along 
with people of diverse personalities, and her success in providing useful inform- 
ation and services for seniors. 

In spite of the miserable conditios of the facility then used as a senior 
center in the Waldorf hotel (all wore winter coats to keep warm, as I remember), 
Barbara remained serene, confident, helpful, cooperative and uncomplaining. The 
Center moved to the comfortable 1111 Exchange building in December, 1984. 

From the beginning, Barbara has energetically pursued a program of providing 
educational activities, entertainment, and comfort for the elder population of 
the Astoria commnity. She has always had something going on at the Center-- 
blood pressure readings on Tuesdays, monthly birthday parties, the annual Xmes 
handicraft sale of articles made by members, pottery classes, exercise classes, 
sewing classes, quilting, musical programs and so on. 

She arbitrated disputes and smoothed ruffled feathers. She encouraged par- 
ticipation in the monthly volunteer invut meetings. Here, decisions were made 
in plenning future events and projects, expenditure of earned funds such as at 
the Xmas sale, donated funds end materials. &storie service clubs, particularly 
tne Lions, and some local twsinesses have been generous. The meetings helped 
recruit and retain volunteers with snecial skills for snecific projects and for 
the day-to-day routine. Bill and Alma Clarke, for example, haven't missed a day 
as volunteers. There are others. 

Barbara has gained the good will and cooperation of Clatsop Community College 
in bringing instruction to the Center. She has made the Center a warm, friendly 


heven that seniors have cove to che ri sh. 


John Price, 37% Altadena Avenue, 
Astoria, OR 97103 


CITY OF ASTORIA 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 


May 22 feeb 


Mr. John Price 
373 Altadena Avenue 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Dear Mr. Price: 


Thank you for sharing with me the letter of recommendation which 
you have written for Barbara Darby. It is a very unfortunate 
situation that her position at the Senior Center will be 
eliminated on June 30, 1991. I agree with you; Barbara has done 
a ‘fantastic job) andmiteis truly unfortunate thatiwe canenomlonger 
afford to have Barbara at the Senior Center. 


Mr. Price, I would like to commend you for taking the time to go 
above andspeyond thescall sotedutyetO Write; thise1ettersor 
recommendation for Barbara. Ballot Measure No. 5 has forced the 
City, through its Budget Committee, to make some very difficult 
and unpopular decisions. I am very optimistic that our City will 
be able to survive these tough times and again provide all the 
services to which we have become accustomed. Unfortunately, 
there are not enough people who are willing to come forward as 
you have done to help those employees who WLLienoOmLOngelepe 
working for the City of Astoria, and again, I thank you. 


I would like to ask a favor of you. I have been Mayor now for 
approximately five months. I have learned a great deal, Bute 
you have any advice for me on how I could better handle the 
budget crisis we are now involved in or anything else that I 
could be doing, I would appreciate you letting me know. 


Sincerely, 
THE CITY OF ASTORIA 
Af, ; ) } 
ce, ee ozs x : | 4 te Cee Sree te 


Willis L. Van Dusen 
Mayor 


CITY HALL 1095 DUANE STREET ASTORIA, OREGON 97103 503/325-5821 
Founded 1811 
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Emily Shawa 
205 W. Kensington 
Astoria, OR 97103 
503 325 2234 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - ASTORIA SENIOR CENTER 


An Open House celebration was held January 26th to observe 
the tenth anniversary of the creation of the Astoria Senior Center, 
and to express appreciation to the City of Astoria for providing the 
PUL idine aba Exchange Street. 

About 150 people attended the party, including special guests, 
Mayor and Mrs, Willie Van Dusen and son, Jake. Many other well-known 
people and members enjoyed the special anniversary cake, coffee, nuts 
and mints served by hostesses Doris Miller and Ola Labiske, as well 
as thesbeautiiulsmusic on the keyboard played by Gordon Grass. Some 
couples danced to the music in the back portion of the center, where 
on the second Friday each month is held a musical Jamboree. 

Around 1976, Sister Patricia McCann organized ceramics classes 
for seniors, holding meetings in the old American Legion building on 
12th and Grand fora while. In 1984, after two more moves and having 
searched for two months for a suitable place, a committee of Perouse 
headed by Sister Patricia went before the City of Astoria, and ereeeered 
their need for a permanent meeting place for seniors 55 and over. .The 
City then agreed to use the Revenue Sharing money~they had set aside-and 
to purchase the old Hunt building at 1111 Exchange Street. The seniors 
moved into that building and held their first meeting in pesemietn 128} 


and held their first Open House there on January 29, 1985. 
ACS PoWe BLE £O 
CI 


a The Center is provided to the seniors, who AGE fihedl electric: Pee. 
Le THEIR 
bill, as well as ‘liability insurance, * 
The City of Astoria pays for gas heating bill and the fire insurance 
which covers the structure of ‘thes buildings, [tales provides weekly 
cleaning which includes restrooms and floors, and provide paper towels 


toilet: paper and fluorescent tubes for the light fixtures, GTIC pays - 


for local telephone service. 


Daily management and operation of the premises is done by the seniors 
themselves under the direction of President Joyce Corder, now serving 

in her second term of office. Other helpers dieisicnte, BUEe: Vice Presi- 

dent Emilie Ivarie, Ola Labiske current Vice President; Ed Aho, Treasurer 
Emily Shawa, Secretary; Iva Mae Honcharenko, Sergeant at Arms; as well as 
Andy Honcharenko; Lucille Johnson, Doris Miller, Blanche Steph, 

Chuck Paetow, past President and wife Audrey Paetow; Eli Riutta and 

Bob Watson, 


Before the Center became incorporated in 1993, Toni Cappo 


served as temporary Chairman of the Center. The first President 
: was Chuck Paetow, the second was Hashim Shawa and the third was 

Joyce: Corder, now in her second year as President, Membership is 
bi $12.00 a year. 
* The Center has meeeerad many donations in the past ten years, 
€ Some of them are: three pool tables, a shuffleboard, TV, VCR, many 
pieces of furniture, two electric organs; one is an electric Lowrey 
organ donated by the Harris Family of Rt. 5, Astoria the weekend after 
the celebration. Never to be forgotten, is Andy Honcharenko's many, 
many contributions to the Center in his painstaking restorations of 


appliances and mechanisms donated to it, particularly the outstanding 


train exhibit. One of his helpers was Jim Krettler who helped hime 
renovate the shuffle board and the cabinet which displays Andy's 
twelve beautiful model cars which he made all by hand and donated to 
the city of SMe | 
Another asset to the Center has been the complete eRe 
Bl of the large northwest spare room, under the leadership of 1993 
past President Hashin Shawa, who coordinated the efforts and 
assistance of fay following org ganizations, with the permission, help and 


approval of the City of Astoria, as well as that of the senior members, 


2" | 7 3 a 


€ Clatsop Community College contributed electrical wiring and 
equipment under the direction of Larry Haskell, Tongue Point Job Corps 
journeymen: electricians worked on the project under the supervision 
of Electric Norm and Wadsworth Electric, Inc. The Sheriff's Department 
contributed labor by prisoners who were assigned to perform community 
service through«the Clatsop Community Corrections Office. Copeland... 
Lumber Yard gave the Center lumber at cost; Northwest Natural Gas 
donated insulation for the new lowered ceiling; the seniors paid for 
the. lumbervand shelvine at a cost of $684.00; and the City =took Cavesor 
the windows, and finished and painted the room, under the direction of 
Fred Lindstrom, then director of Astoria Parks and Recreation, who 
recently passed away. 

Mr. Shawa gave much credit to his "right hand man", Andy 

€ Honcharenke Sor overseeing the pieces of the project. Honcharenko, 
a former auto body worker is known around the Center for his skill 
and craftsmanship in restoring broken machines. 

Now this nifty new room is being used for classes such as the 
™55 - ALIVE" (senior driving education) program, a Clatsop College 
sewing class and various other meeting groups, health classes, etc.. 

The Astoria Senior Center is open Monday.through Friday, 8:00.a.m. 
through 46:00 p.m. and is open during the evening for special events. 
Regular activities include social interraction, cards, pool games, 
ceramics classes, as well as classes in painting, exercise classes for 
seniors (through. Clatsop College,) and Bingo on Monday afternoons, , 

Special programs include pot lucks on the third Thursday of the 
month at 4:30; music Jamborees on the 2nd Friday at (AOR Was: birthday 

| parties,last Wed. of month, blood pressure checks Tuesdays, 10 EOL $30 , 
Currently, through April 15, there is income tax assistance | 
each Friday all hea wembers' monthly meetings are held at the Center 


on the 3rd Thursday morning at 10:00, 


We would encourage all of those who are 55 and over to take 
advantage of this beautiful center in downtown Astoria. If you have 
anything you'd like to donate to the Seniors, the telephone number 
is 325 3231. Also, keep in mind the following bit of informations 

"Medical advice tells us that social interaction and communication 
with other people is vital to our mental ana physical good health," 

Please note that Sister Patricia McCann, who started the Senior 
group back around 1976, has a new address: P. 0. Box 214, Marylhurst, 
OR., 97036. We're sure she would love to hear from you. Her phone 


number is 503 636 8105, 


Submitted by: 

Emily Shawa, Secretary 
Astoria Senior Center 
1111 Exchange Street 


AsSvoriae OR 2697103 
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STUDIO B 


Fepruary 20,1990 


To: Andy Horenchenko 
Re: Appraisal of Models donated to the Vity of 4storia 


Per your request, I appraised the models you donated to the 
City of Astoria, now on display at the Senior Citizen Venter. 


The uniqueness and the quality of these pieces denote your 
skill as a craftsman and, your knowledge of your subject. 


1928-15T Model A truck (green) $3500.00 
1932- Ford V-8 pickup 6000.00 
1931- Type 82-B closed cab pickup 3700.00 
1928- Closed cab pickup (tan) 3500.00 
1921- Model TT truck (black Waren bed) 1500.00 
Fordson Farm Tractor (gray w/red wheels) 900.00 
Rumely Ideal Separator-28/48 Threshing Machine 3000.00 
Advance Rumely Universal Steam Engine(18,20 “ 25hp/ 2500.00 
Rumely Oil Pull/Fuel and Water Tank (gray) 2000.00 
1921- Oil Pull Tractor (green) 16-30 2000.00 
Grain Wagon-Horse-drawn (green) 500.00 
Grain Wagon-Horse-drawn (gray) ; 500.00 


Grain Wagon-Horse-drawn (gray) 500.00 


I would like to express my pleasure of having been able to 
view your work. I do scratch build model work myself and, can 
appreciate your dedication and long hours in the research and 
building of these pieces. The City of Astoria is fortunate to have 
such a collection donated to them. 


a [ 
Sincerely, \| 


\ 


pea a Le 
Paul R. Gillum 


Paul R. Gillum, Sculptor «+ 303 Pleasant Avenue, Astoria, Oregon 97103 + 503/325-3577 


FOR SHE'S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW — Iva Mae Hon- 
charenko (center) receives an Astoria commemorative plate form 
Astoria Mayor Edith Henningsgaard last. Friday in honor of her be- 
coming the Astoria Senior Center's second “fellow.” Honcharenko 
donated $1,100 to the center to receive the honor. Her husband 
Andy (right) was the center's first fellow in December. Iva Mae said 
she donated the money because, “It's a second home to me. It isa 
great place.” She described the people who regularly visit the senior 
center as just like a second family who sometimes quarrel and then 
make up. The 65-year-old Astoria resident has lived in Astoria since 
1947. lva Mae takes the time to pull the cards for the blood pressure 
clinic the center hosts each week. And, she helps out whenever 
possible. The Astoria Senior Center is located at 1111 Eschange 
Street in Astoria. 


April /? F6 (Signal photo by Rheta Murry) 


_FRIDA FRAUNFELDER 


Ts, 


by Rheta Murry 


After several months of drifting 
about using borrowed office space at 
the small office in Cannon Beach, Fri- 
da Fraunfelder, Social Services Coordi- 
nator with the Clatsop -Tillamook In- 
tergovernmental Council, can now 
stretch out in her new office and feel 
more at home. 

Fraunfelder moved to her new office 
at 800 Exchange Street in Astoria on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 and opened officially 
for business Thursday, March 1. She 
said she now is ready to get down to 
business. 

“Now I can do what I'm supposed to 
do for the seniors in the county, ”’ 


Fraunfelder said. She described her job 


tate A 
senior Advocacy office relocates 


as serving the senior citizens in the 
county by providing information and 
helping with referrals. 

Because she is used to working in the 
South Clatsop County area, Fraunfelder 
said she feels a little lost in Astoria be- 
cause she doesn't know anyone yet. 
But, she is looking forward to meeting 
people and helping the senior citizens 
in the area. 

Fraunfelder said the biggest need in 
Clatsop County is transportation. And, 
she is recruiting volunteer drivers who 
will transport senior citizens to the doc- 
tor. 

Anyone needing rides or or other ser- 
vices should call 325-0123. Messages 
may be left at the C.T.I.C. office at 
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Ukraina Society, Kiev, Honors A. Honcharenk. 


The Ukraina Society of Kiev, 


Ukraine, named Andrew Hon- 
charenko, Astoria, OR, a goodwill am- 
bassador promoting friendship be- 
tween U.S.S.R. and the United States. 
Honcharenko earned the goodwill 
title by hosting seamen off Soviet 
fishing ships that docked in Astoria. 

“I try to meet every Soviet ship that 
docks here,” said Honcharenko. “I 
greet the seamen, visit them on the 
ship and eat their borshch. Then I take 
them to our place and help them in 
town.” Honcharenko, more often call- 
ed Andy, speaks Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian learned from his parents and a 
Russian language class. He says know- 
ing the language was a tremendous 
help. “It gives me the feeling that these 
people are our relatives.” In fact, An- 
dy corresponds with several of the 
seamen among whom are Nykolaj and 
Alexander Honcharenko in Ukraine. 

Andy’s grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alex Honcharenko and his father, 
William, emigrated from Ukraine in 
the early 1900’s and homesteaded in 
the Max, North Dakota region. His 
father married Mary Semchenko in 
Minot and they were the parents of five 
children. Of his education, Andy says 
he went only through eighth grade 
(depression - no money for school). “I 
hated farming. I chose an auto trade 
and made out very good. I moved to 
Astoria, OR in 1942, then served 
overseas for three years, married a 
wonderful woman and had one 
offspring. 

After retiring from his job as auto 
body repairman in 1976, Andy started 
making scale models of automobiles 
and farm equipment. He uses scrap 
metals: wheel rims are made from ex- 
haust pipes, pulleys from water pipes, 
rivets from nail heads. He has also 
refurbished a 1915 Edison phonograph 
and a Brunswick pool table which took 


600 hours. The models he displays at 
the State Fair in Minot. 

Come April and the opening of the 
fishing season, Andy will once again, 


as he has done since 1983, obtain a 
roster of the U.S.S.R. ships docking 
in Astoria harbor and when a ship 
comes in, Andy will spend three to four 


days as a host ambassador to the 
seamen. 

“Your chaperoning of Soviet seamen 
has its positive effect on your guests for 
you help them learn more about the 
distant friendly country, America, 
cites the Ukraina Society as it honors 
Andy Honcharenko. 


More than playing pool 7-%6- 7/ 


Recently, The Daily Astorian ran an article by 
reporter Carisa Cegavske about the Astoria Senior 
Center. It featured interviews and pictures of a few 
members playing pool. 

While the senior members enjoyed it, most 
members feel that it did not convey to the public 
an accurate picture of the many activities and 
functions at the center, and the great effort that has 
been made to survive as a result of Measure 5. 

The July 19 Editor’s Notebook was extremely 
important and right on the button in encouraging 
senior citizens to not drop out. To over 200 fine 
Astoria — and vicinity — citizens, the reorgani- 
zation of the Astoria Senior Center does exactly 
that. We would like the public to know more about 
the great amount of effort; money spent, and 
tremendous cooperation with the City of Astoria 
Parks and Recreation Department to take the nec- 
essary steps to remain open. 


In April 1991, it was learned that the city bud- 
get for the Parks and Recreation Department would 
eliminate the two city employees and one Green 
Thumb employee who ran the center. 

A committee consisting of Chuck Paetow, 
Frances Cappo, Rev. Forrest Clark, Hashim Shawa, 
Donna Graham, with Rear Adm. David Roscoe, 
retired, acting in an advisory Capacity, was formed. 
With the cooperation of the parks department, 
research of the history of other Oregon commu- 
nities revealed that in order to operate under a 
lease agreement with the city, a non-profit orga-— 
nization would have to be organized. 

This called for by-laws to be established and | 
approved, and a board of directors elected, and 
incorporated under ORS 1088. Also, it would be 
necessary to apply for a tax-exempt status as 
referred to in IRS Code, Sec. 501(c)(3). 

At a general meeting on June 7, the bylaws 
were approved and the board of directors elected. 
Subsequently, attorney Pat Lavis agreed to act as 
agent and filed the incorporation papers. CPAs 
Pratt and Blue were hired to file Form 1023 appli- 
cation for IRS ID code number, and exempt sta- 
tus, and to establish bookkeeping and bank 
accounts. 

A lease agreement with the city would have to 
be made. This called for Senior Center liability 
insurance to cover the activities such as exercise 
classes conducted by Clatsop Community Col-. 
lege, and paid for by individual participants. Other. 
programs include ceramics made and sold, card. 
playing, painting classes, Medix free blood pres- . 
sure each Tuesday, machinery classes, Musical 
Jamborees and ae aS socializing. ; 

Now, all of this takes money. The various steps 
to organize cost approximately $1,000, and our’ 
monthly costs, under the lease agreement, would: 
amount to about $450 per month. Our income 
comes from membership dues, ceramic sales, 
donations and various fund-raising events to be 
announced. 

So, we do more than just playing pool by a few 
members. Because we will rely on the public for 
assistance, we felt it was important for the public’ 
to know that your city and the Astoria Senior Cen- 
ter Inc., are doing their part in making Astoria a 
very desirable place to live. 

Going to Senior Center sure beats sitting at 
home and twiddling your thumbs. Let’s all get 


behind the Senior Center. 
CHUCK PAETOW 
President 
Astoria Senior Center Inc. 


senior citizens enjoy birthday celebration 


by mene Tate 


The Astoria Senior 
Center was honored 
recently with an hour of 
enjoyable music by the 
group “Sweet Water 
Rose.” 

Those in the group are 
Linda Mustard, Lisa 
Seidel, and Sharon. They 
were accompanied by 
Andy Honcharenko on the 


guitar. 
'- We wish to thank them 
for the enjoyable 


afternoon and also to 
invite everyone to our 
monthly Musical 
Rendevous on the second 
Friday night of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. Bring 
cookies if you can for 
intermission. 

: -There was also a 
pleasant senior birthday 
‘Wednesday, May 29. 

- .-Nine ‘people brought 
‘birthday cakes to share 
with others in celebration 


of their birthdays. 

There was a nice size 
gathering and we all 
enjoyed strawberries, 
birthday cake and ice 
cream. 

In other news, on the 
night of Friday, June 14th, 
the monthly music 
rendevous was at the 
Astoria Senior Center, 
1111 Exchange St. There 
wre 17 musicians donating 
theis time and talents for 
the evening. 

Our thanks to Joe 
Cappo, Art Coleman, 
Clarence Hadley from 
Washington, Fran Hartill, 
Estelle Ishmael, Dale 
Johnson, Norman Junes, 
Bob and Irene Kier, Lee 
Lahti, Chuck end Audrey 
Paetow, Don Petersen, 
Boon Salbary, Bob 
Svensen, Becky Taylor 
and John Vlastalicia for 
the enjoyable evening. 

During intermission a 
special cake was served in 


CELEBRATE ! — Esther Utterberg, Anna Lake, scandy Honcharenko, May 
Myers, Hedi Kimiki, Lucile Johnson, Mary Moberg, Alice Mitts and Roy Woods 
took time to celebrate birthdays. 


(courtesy hota) 


Bir off because of Rendevous will be July 12 
Measure 5. at 7:30 p.m. eee food if 
The Music youcan. 


honor of Barbara Darby 
for her faithful service at 


the center, she is being next 


ee 


=) 
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MUSIC RENDEZVOUS IN ASTORIA — On Friday, Oct. 8 the monthly Music 
Rendezvous was held at Astoria Senior Center. There were 14 musicians and a 
good sized crowd of people both young and old. Musicians participating 
were John Viastalicia on the banjo and mandolin: Clarence Hadley, guitar; 
Andy Honcharenko, guitar; Rusty Anderson, electric organ; Norman Junes, 
harmonica; Bob Swenson, guitar, vocals and master of ceremonies; Lee Lahii, 
drums; Nethaneel Christensen, violin and vocals; Bill Leonard on mouth harp; 
Estelle Ishmael on accordion; Dale Johnson, violin and guitar; and Boon 
Salsbary, guitar and vocals. Goodies were shared at intermission and fellow- 
ship time. Next meeting is Nov. 12 at 7 p.m., come, bring a friend and some 
goodies to share. /0-R7 $3 (Courtesy photo) 
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Astoria Senior News 


By Marcella Lindsey 


ENS € On Oct. 8, the monthly 


Music Rendezvous was held at 
the Astoria Senior Center. 
There were 14 musicians par- 
ticipating for the enjoyment of 
a very good size crowd of old 
and young people. The musi- 
cians were John Vlastalicia on 
banjo and mandolin, Clarence 
Hadley on violin, Irene Kier on 
piano accordion, Phyllis Ben- 
nett on guitar, Andy Honchar- 
enko on guitar, Rusty Anderson 


on electric organ, Norman 
Junes on harmonica, Bob Swen- 
son On guitar, vocals and mas- 
ter of ceremonies, Lee Lahti 
on drums, Nathaniel Christian- 
sen on violin and vocals, Bill 
Leonard on mouth harp, Es- 
telle Ishmael on _ accordion, 
Dale Johnson on violin and 
guitar, and Boone Salsberry on 
guitar and vocals. 

Lots of goodies were en- 
joyed. Next meeting is Friday, 
Nov. 12, at 7 p.m. 
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Astoria Senior News 


By Marcella Lindsey 

On Friday, October 9, the 
monthly Senior Music Rendez- 
vous was held at the Astoria 
Senior Center, 1111 Exchange 
Street. 

Fourteen musicians par- 
ticipated, playing a variety of 
instruments for our enjoyment, 
those participating were: Rusty 
Anderson, Natheneel Christen- 
son, Fran Hartill, Andy Hon- 
charenko, Estelle Ishmael, Dale 


Johnson, Norman Junese, Bob 
and Irene Kier, Lee Lahti, May 
Meyer, Don Petersen, Boon 
Salsbary, Bob Swensen and 
John Vlastalicia. We enjoyed 
cookies, cake and candy during 
our intermission and fellowship. 

Our next Music Rendezvous 
will be Friday, November 13, 
the public is welcome. Come 
and bring a friend and some- 
thing to share during refresh- 
ment time if you can. 
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Astoria seniors 
step in to keep 
their center open 


FE A 
By CARISA CEGAVSKE 
Of The Daily Astorian 


Eli Riutta peers through thick glasses 
at the pool table in the Astoria Senior 
Center and makes a shot. 

He was one of many Astoria seniors who feared 
the worst for his second home here when the voters 


passed the Ballot Measure 5 property tax limitation 


last November. The senior center is owned by the 
city and, until last week, it was run by the city as 
well. 

“WE’VE GOT OLD people who’d be in a nursing 
home if they didn’t come here and play pool,” Riutta 
said. “We need a senior center.” 

Riutta has been at the center all day; he showed up at 
9 a.m. to put on a pot of coffee. 


The senior center used to be opened in the morning by 
city staff members Barbara Darby and Joan Benesch. But 
on July 1, when the city’s first budget cuts under Mea- 
sure 5 took effect, both women lost their jobs. 

The seniors were left with their city-owned building 
and their own fierce determination to keep the center 


_-B 


ON THE 


to keep the place running. | 

“The only thing Measure 5 has done to us is.©)%4¢ us 
take over,” Corporation president Chuck Pavia aid! 

Paetow, who has lived in Astoria 73 of his 75 years, 
said he doesn’t mind organizing the center. 

He’s a former police chief who retired in 1978. Pae- 
tow has been short of time lately, 
since he has had to commute to Port- 
land regularly to be with his wife, 
Audrey, who is undergoing eye 
surgery at the Oregon Health Sciences 
University hospital. 

Nonetheless, he said, the officers of 


the new corporation have been able to create by-laws and 


start collecting dues. 


It’s expensive to incorporate. The center will beman- 
aged with volunteer time, but it still cost $800 to apply to 
the Internal Revenue Service to become official. Liability 
insurance, once paid by the city government, will cest an 


ALL 


. open. Last month, they formed a non-profit corporation 


EERE: 1 es Ra 
‘The only thing Measure 5 has 
done to us is make us take over.’ 


additional $1,000 this year. 

Paetow said much of the money will be 
raised through dues of $1 apiece or $50 for a 
lifetime membership. About 200 seniors have 
contributed so far. 

The center is not an impressive building, 
but it’s a popular hangout. 

It features large windows and lots of floor 
space. Once a furniture store owned by Hunt’s 
Home Furnishings, the building was purchased 
by the city in 1987. Before that, the seniors 


congregated in the colder, less pleasant surroundings of 

the Waldorf Hotel. Now there’s plenty of room for exer- 

cise classes, ceramics, and the monthly musical jam ses- 
Siir the seniord call Rendezvous: } 


THERE ARE ALWAYS people milling about the 
place in the daytime — playing pool, chatting, coming in 
to see who is around to go to 
lunch with. The seniors esti- 
mate between 60 and 100 
people come into the senior 
center each day. More come 
—Chuck Paetow on Tuesdays, when blood 

pressure readings are taken. 

Many seniors testified before the Budget Committee 
this winter and spring. The seniors were adamant in their 
support for keeping the senior center open and for anoth- 
er service crucial to many — the operation of the city bus 


See Seniors, Page 4 


Roy Woods, 83, of Astoria concentrates on his game. 
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Continued from Page 1 
system. 

“Get with it,” Gunnar Lind told the Budget Committee this 
February. “One of these days you’re going to be over there 
playing pool.” 

Faced with a huge budget shortage, however, the city 
ranked its services in importance as it considered where to 
make cuts. When it was all over, police and fire department 
services Came out on top. Parks services, including the Asto- 
ria Senior Center, fell to the bottom of the list. 

The bus system’s fate will be decided in an Aug. 13 elec- 
tion. Voters will be asked to approve indirect funding of the 
buses through a gasoline tax. 

Though seniors, many of whom rely on the bus to get to 
the center, are concerned about that election, their worries 
about the center itself have abated. 

“Everybody’s cooperating,” Paetow said. “Everything’s 
going on just as it has. People play cards; men play pool. 
They do their ceramics up front. We have a couple of guys 
open up and close, make the coffee. It’s real good coopera- 
tion.” 

For Hedy Kiminki the center is a place to create ceramic 
vases and to visit with friends. 

“To me it’s important because I have a support group 
here,” Kiminki said. “Since I lost my husband it means a lot 
to me just to talk.” 

Talking is at least as popular a sport at the center as pool. 
Senior citizens love to reflect on the things they have had so 
many years to observe. 

Riutta remembers a time when Astoria held several times 
as many people as it does now. A retired longshoreman, 
Riutta recalls there were more ships and more workers on 
Astoria’s waterfront when he worked there. 

“That’s all that’s left is senior citizens,” he said. 

“And tourists,” pipes in Lind. 
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0 Dorothy A. Jacob 
l Longtime Astoria resident, 73 

An Astoria resident most of her 
life, Dorothy A. Jacob died Friday, 
Feb. 12, in Astoria. She was 73. 

Mrs. Jacob was born Jan. 26, 
1920, in Astoria, the daughter of 
Andy and Lillian Hakkila Luoma. 
She was raised by her grandmother 
and attended elementary school in 
Svensen and graduated from Knappa 
High School in 1938. 

She married Harold P. Jacob on 
July 22, 1944. 

Mrs. Jacob was very active in 
civic and school affairs and was a 
member of the Astoria Anchor Club 
drill team for several years. She had 
worked for a time at Astoria Oil Co. 
before raising her family. Recently, 
she had been active in the Astoria 
Senior-Center and was a member of 
Peace Lutheran Church. 


Surviving are a son and daugh- ° 


ter-in-law, Greg and Kelly Jacob, 
Portland; a son, Robert Jacob, Port- 
land; and three grandchildren, Sheryl, 
Erik and Heidi Jacob. 

A memorial service will be held 
on Wednesday at 2 p.m. at Peace 
Lutheran Church. Memorial contri- 
butions may be made to the Astoria 
Senior Center, 1111 Exchange St., 
Astoria, Ore. 97103. Hughes-Ran- 
som Mortuary, Astoria, was in charge 
of arrangements. 


S 73 Boose 


Marie Backa 


Astoria native, 83 

A lifetime resident of Clatsop and 
Columbia counties, Marie Backa, 83, 
of Astoria, died Friday, Feb. 7, in 
Astoria. 

Mrs. Backa was born May 9, 
1909, in Astoria, the daughter of Axel 
and Katie Hildula Brannar. She grad- 
uated from high school in Clatskanie. 


Mrs. Backa had worked for sev- 
eral businesses in the area as a clerk. 
She retired after working at the old 
Public Market for 15 years. After her 
retirement, she enjoyed visiting her 
friends and family. 


Surviving are a son and daugh- 
ter-in-law, Robert and’'Sandra Mills, 


“Mesa, Ariz.; a brother, Uno and Alma 


Brannar, Portland; two grandchil- 
dren, Kristin Mills, Mesa, and Robert 
Mills, Seattle; a niece, Judith Treffert, 
Mesa; and several grandnieces and 
grandnephews. 


Friends may pay their respects at 
Hughes-Ransom Mortuary in Astoria 
tonight until 5 and on Thursday from 
9 a.m. to noon. Graveside service 
will be Thursday at 2 p.m. at Ocean 
View Cemetery. Memorial contribu- 
tions may be made to the charity of 
one’s choice. 


The Daily Astorian — ROBIN LOZNAK 
Hashim Shawa, the president of the Astoria Senior Center, points out some 
of the Improvement which he hopes to make at the center. Plans are in the 
works to remodel a portion of the center at 1111 Exchange St. to provide more 
room for crafts and Classes. -F | we 
Tee JO Ie 


Senior Center expansion planned @ 


By CATHY PETERSON 
Of The Daily Astorian 

The Astoria Senior Center is trying to 
branch out. 

Plans are coming together to remodel a 
back room of the center’s building at 1111 
Exchange St., center President Hashim 
Shawa said. The room would house a craft 
area and free up valuable space in the cen- 
ter’s main room for parties and banquets. 

Shawa has come up with a tentative list 
of volunteers and organizations to help with 
the expansion. Without the donated time 
and materials the cost could be in the thou- 
sands of dollars, Shawa said. 

Members of the senior center would like 
the ceiling lowered in the back room and the 
windows reconfigured to keep the room 
cooler in the summer, Shawa said. They 
envision a large craft room with rows of 
sewing machines and tables. The room could 
also double as a classroom so that the seniors 
do not need to rely on other city buildings for 
their classes. 

The center has been housed in the build- 
ing, which is owned by the city of Astoria, 
since 1984. Members of the center do not pay 


rent. Under the present lease, they pay for the 
electrical bill. 

“We are very thankful for the cooperation 
of the city,’’ Shawa said. 

The construction work could be done by 
somebody assigned to perform community 
service work through the Clatsop Commu- 
nity Corrections office, Shawa said. 

Larry Haskell, dean of instruction for 
extended learning at the Clatsop Communi- 
ty College, said students from the Tongue 
Point Job Corps Center, who are studying to 
become electricians, could get some on-the- 
job training at the center. Representatives 
from Electric Norm and Wadsworth Electric 
Inc. have also said they are interested in 
supervising the students as journeymen elec- 
tricians. 

The college holds classes at the center in 
subjects such as painting, sewing and exer- 
cising, Haskell said. The sewing classes will 
probably be held in the new room. 

Northwest Natural Gas has donated insu- 
lation for the project, Shawa said. There are 
tentative commitments from Copeland Lum- 
ber Yards Inc. to give the center the con- 
struction materials at cost, he said. 


“The only thing that it will cost us is 
about $2,000 to pay for the lumber,’’ he 
said. 

Work on the project should start when the 
center and the city iron out plans for the 
expansion and the community service work- 
er is lined up. 

Shawa said the renovation is a “big thing”’ 
for the center. He looks forward to using the 
new room for classes such as the 55-Alive 
(senior driving education) program, which is 
currently held in the Astoria Public Library. 

He will get some help overseeing the 
pieces of the project from Andy Hon- 
charenko, a former auto body worker who 
Shawa calls “my right-hand man.”’ 

Honcharenko — who is known around 
the center for his magic touch with broken 
machines — said the idea of a new room is 
exciting. 

Fred Lindstrom, Astoria parks & recre- 
ation director, said that the city is behind the 
concept of the renovation. He said rear- 
ranging the windows might be a point of 
discussion. “Basically we’re supportive of 
restoring that room,”’ he said. “Most of the 


things they are proposing seem do-able.”’ » 


Astoria seniors turn out for May Music Rendezvous 


The monthly Music Rendezvous was 
held May 14 at the Astoria Senior 
Center, 1111 Exchange St. 

Twelve musicians played for an 
audience of about 50. Playing were: 
Rusty Anderson on the electric organ, 
Nethaniel Christensen on the violin; 
Fran Hartill on the violin and vocal. 
Andy Honcharenko *played sthe: saw 


peers 7? PZ 


- 


beautifully, accompanied by Stella 
Lustre on the piano; Estelle Ishmael 
played the accordion and tamboreen and 
sang two requested songs; Norman 
Junes played the harmonica and told 
some funny stories, Bob Kier played 
violin and Irene Kier played the piano 
accordion. Lee Lahti played drums, and 


sang. Bob Swenson played the guitar 
and sang and acted as announcer. 

Joe Kesterson honored several ladies 
with his dancing, and goodies were 
served during intermission, 

The next meeting will be Friday, 
June 11, at 7 p.m. All seniors are wel- 
come to come and bring a friend. 


Don: Petersen -played -omnichord-and « - . Goodies-to share.are also welcome. 


~ 
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Music rendezvous attracts 11 entertainers 


On the night of April 9, the monthly Music Rendezvous was held at the 
Astoria Senior Center, 1111 Exchange St. 

Eleven musicians participated for everyone’s enjoyment. Those playing 
instruments were: Rusty Anderson on the electric organ; Phyllis Bennett on 
guitar; Andy Honcharenko on violin; Estelle Ishmael on accordion; 
Norman Junes on harmonica; Bob Kier on violin; Don Peterson on 
omnichord harp; Bob Swenson on guitar and John Vlastalicia on mandolin. 

Special guest, Misako Watanabe, is an exchange student from Kawaski, 
Japan and is living at the home of Jim and Mary Allen in Knappa. 

Joe Kesterson, known for his fancy footwork, started dancing and several 
couples joined in. During intermission and fellowship time, senior citizens 
enjoyed goodies brought by the ladies. The group’s next meeting will be 
the second Friday of May, 14 at 7 p.m. Come and bring a friend, an 
instrument if you play one and some goodies to share if you can. 


FUOMUCE dUVISULY Pivup Sais 
local, national recognition 


y/ 
9/9/G.3 By ANDREA KENNET 
/ Of The Daily Astorian 

Some unsung helpers got some well-deserved recog- 
nition from the Astoria Police Department. 

Citizen members recently received customized jack- 
ets of the department’s Police-Community Advisory 
Team. The royal blue, outdoor-style jackets are embroi- 
dered with the department’s emblem on the front and the 
organization’s name on the back. 

“We here in Astoria started what I believe is the first 
police-community advisory team in the state,” said Joy 
Brewer, the police chief’s administra- 
tive secretary. She and Acting Chief 
Alan Oja are the team’s coordinators. 


The committee is 


ties, senior citizens and youth, and a neighborhood asso- 
ciation. The youngest member, Katrinka Jackson, a junior 
at Astoria High School, and the oldest, retiree Bill Clarke, 
have made large contributions to the Police Department, 
Brewer said. 

Jackson pointed out to the department the need for 
police to help youth understand their role better. The 
result was a ride-along program for high schoolers with 
police. 

Clarke was originally picked to represent the senior 
citizen population. “He’s a lot more rounded than one 
focus,” Brewer said. Clarke is big on 
preventing property crimes and with 
working with the growing Latino 


The Portland Police Bureau’s citi- now looking and Hispanic population, she said. 
zen review board serves a different for Latino and The committee is currently 
purpose, she said. looking for a representative from 

Organized in May 1990, the advi- Coast Guard the U.S. Coast Guard and for a 
sory team acts as a liaison between representation spokesperson from the Latino and 
the community, agencies and organi- ee aa Hispanic community, Brewer said. 


zations and the Police Department. 

The group helps police identify priorities for law enforce- 
‘ment and develop solutions to policing problems. It also 
helps carry out programs the team has recommended. 

When a police officer presented a proposal to recruit 
volunteers to enforce parking laws regarding handi- 
capped spaces, a team member invited the officer to talk 
to the staff at Columbia Memorial Hospital, where she 
works. Three hospital employees are among the recent- 
ly certified handicapped parking volunteers. 

Team members staff police information booths at 
community events and worked on a large fund-raiser 
for the Drug Abuse Resistance Education program. 

Astoria’s program has attracted national attention, 
Brewer said. Former Chief Ron Louie, under whose 
tenure the advisory team program was created, present- 
ed a workshop on the program at a national community 
policing conference. The police department in Canby is 
looking at Astoria’s program to model its own after, she 
said. 

_ The committee is made up of representatives from the 
‘business, medical, education and religious communi- 


Other members are: Linda 
Sullivan, office manager at Columbia Memorial Hospi- 
tal; Pat Coalman, who works at the Astoria-Warrenton 
Area Chamber of Commerce; Gary Seeborg, a school 
teacher and member of the Floral-Alameda Neighborhood 
Association; David Bruce, a manager at First Interstate 
Bank, representing the downtown business community; 
Morgan Eiler of Clatsop Community Action Inc.; Don 
Webb, a retiree and chairman of the city’s Traffic Safe- 
ty Committee; and the Rev. Marvin McKenzie, pastor of 
Bayview Baptist Church. 

The $275 cost of the 11 jackets was covered through 
contributions form James Lucas on behalf of the Clatsop 
Post of the American Legion, the Bent Needle and the 
city’s volunteer recognition fund. Money was also raised 
by selling former Chief Louie’s uniform duty jacket for 
$100 to the Hillsboro Police Department, where he is now 
chief. 

Advisory team volunteers will wear the jackets at 
public events and other functions. The jackets will remain 
the property of the department, although members who 
leave the group can keep their name patches. 


. The Daily Astorian — MARY JEAN DOWE 
Katrinka Jackson and Bill Clarke show off new jackets for the Astoria Poi 
Department's Police-Community Advisory Team. They are the team’s y' 
and oldest members. 


Astoria woman brightens senior center 


With some left-over |. : : : a. - 
Christmas cards, Iva Mae : 
Honcharenko helps 
brighten the Astoria 
Senior Center. 

She and others make 
Christmas decorations 
each year. Honcharenko 
has made the special card 
ornaments for about three 
or four years. 

Clatskanie resident 
Georgia Schwegler taught 
the seniors how to make 
the card decorations. 
Honcharenko said that 
besides adding some 
beauty to the senior hall, 
the card decorations 
recycle and keep the 
elderly busy doing 
something fun. 

She offers to teach others 
the skill she has learned. A 
sign-up list for those who 
would like to try making 
the ornaments is at the hall, 
1111 Exchange St. 

“1mm, - nots) the.?:best 
instructor, but at least we | Ae : 2 
oa ae ae 's ean PIECE BY PIECE — Iva Mae Honcharenko, an Astoria _decoratiegis for a few years, says the decorations have 
I’m willing to help.” resident, fastens Christmas cards together to make been so popular, she has taken requests to make more. 

The card ornaments are anging decorations. Honcharenko, who has made the (Signal photo by Shelby Case) 
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Enclosed is a picture of a 1933 V-8 Commercial Chassis I made out of metal. 

Tf you will recall in the April, 1984, issue of Automotive News, you had a picture of a 1928 Model A Ford truck 
I 1/2 ton, which I hand made - every piece, excluding tires. 

I am sending you this picture, the 
model I just finished. It is 29 inches 
long. I made all parts, frame motor, 
running gear, etc. For example each 
wheel has 32 spokes and required 64 
separate welds. The tires are from old 
ash trays of years ago, which the tires 
are made of rubber and look real. 
That’s the only part I have not made. 

I am 79 years old and a retired 
body and fender man of 40 plus years. 

Can give you more details if you 


: TheVQ 
wish. em... 1933 


Commercial Car Chassis 


Your truly, 
Andrew Honcharenko 
Astona, OR 
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CHASSIS FEVER - Andy Honcharennko of Astoria made this model of a 
1993 Ford Commercial Chassis. The model is 29 inches long with all metal 
parts, except for the engine. Every part is made by hand except the tires 
which are made of real rubber. The chassis steering is an exact replica of 


the 1933 Ford Commercial. : 
yee . Gdpr4 3 (courtesy photo) 


Fred Lindstrom, 
Astoria recreation 
boss, dies at 47 


By CATHY PETERSON 
Of The Daily Astorian 

Astoria lost a champion for kids and parks Monday 
when longtime Astoria Parks & Recreation Director 
Fred Lindstrom died. - 

Lindstrom, 47, died of natural causes, according to 
a spokesman for Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary. Ser- - 
vices are pending. : 


He leaves behind his wife, 
Carol, and the couple’s 
young son, Andrew. Lind- 
strom’s parents, Carl and 
Margaret, as well as numer- 
ous siblings and other rela- 
tives, also survive. 

Mayor Willis Van Dusen 
has postponed until Mon- 
day, Nov. 28, an Astoria 
City Council meeting sched- 
uled for tonight. Van Dusen 
said this morning that news 
sass 3] of Lindstrom’s death 
Fred Lindstrom stunned city officials and the 

community, many of whom 
had visited with Lindstrom recently. 

Lindstrom, who worked for the city for 21 years, had 
missed his first League of Oregon Cities annual meet- . 
ing last weekend, Van Dusen said. 

“He wasn’t there because he wasn’t feeling well,” 
the mayor said. “Fred had made every one. His absence 
was obvious.” 


See Lindstrom, Page 14 
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Come and rest your feet at the Astoria Senior Center 


by Andrea Guarnieri 
for Pacific Coast Seniors 


Ely Rinata sits back in a lounge chair 
to read his magazine. Frank McGuire 
watches Bob Barton and Hashim Schawa 
play pool. Big band tunes play faintly in 
the background while a group of women 
take an aerobics class on the other side of 

ee the huge room. In 

another corner, the 
president of the 
senior center in 
Astoria Joyce 
Corder and the 
vice president, 
Emily Ivarice chat 
quietly. 

They all seem 
to know each 
other. Chuck 

CHUCK PAETOW smiles and says 
"hi" to one of the seniors, saying that he 
has known him since they were kids. 

Chuck Paetow has been in Astoria for 
75 years. He played football at Astoria 
High School, was police chief of the 
Astoria Police Department, was president 
of the Astoria Senior Center and now 
teaches 55-ALIVE classes at the center. 

Chuck recalls the long road the senior 
center took to get to where it is today. 

The Senior Center moved from loca- 
tion to location before settling in its own 
building in 1987. Chuck remembers that 
the Senior Center started in the basement 
of American Legion. Later he says it 
moved to the corner of 14th and Duane. 
Here the center still shared its space. He, 
explains that it was a combination of a 
Senior Center and a Tongue Point Drop- 


In Center. 
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Chuck explains how the seniors finally 
got their own center. He says the city had 
revenue sharing that it used to build a 
new fire station, improve public works 
and city hall. There was money left over, 
says Chuck,, and this is when they looked 


for a place for a Senior Center. _ 

Originally he says there were two 

| women that took over the running,but a 
few years ago, due to Measure Five, the 
seniors took over running the center. 

With a committee of ten, which Chuck 
served on, they wrote up the rules and 
regulations of the Senior Center. They 
— also had an election and chose Chuck as 

— president. . 

| He says they didn't know how much 
money it would cost to keep the center 
running, so they decided to charge a dol- 
lar a year and $50 for a lifetime member- 
ship. Needless to say they got off to a 
good start, with 75 seniors choosing to 
be lifetime members that first year. 
Chuck, who is no longer president, 
Says he comes to the center every day. He 
believes that the center is an important 
place for seniors because it gives them 
someplace to go. 

Whether they go to play bingo, make 
“ceramics, play pool, take aerobics, or just 
sit back and relax and say "hi" to old and 
new friends, the Senior Center in Astoria 


ASTORIA SENIORS — Astoria seniors put their Senior Center to good use. 


ke an aerobics class or just sit and relax 
t 


Whether ifs to play pool, bingo, ta 
most seniors find something to do. 


Wayne J. Ostrom 
Pillsbury Mill worker, 96 

Wayne J. Ostrom, 96, of Astoria, 

died Monday, Dec. 4, in Astoria. 

Mr. Ostrom was born Jan. 23, 
1899, in Astoria to John and Hilma 
Mattius Ostrom. He married Saima 
Haarala in Astoria. She died in 
1966. 

Mr. Ostrom worked various jobs, 
including as a warehouse teamster, 
longshoreman and at the Pillsbury 
Mill, retiring when it closed. He 
also worked on a sailing ship to 
England, Belgium and the Nether- 
lands. He took a second trip there on 
a steamship. Both times he returned 
to New York and worked his way 
cross-country to Astoria. He was a 
member of Elks Lodge No. 180 and 
the Eagles Lodge. Before entering 
‘Clatsop Care Center, he attended 
Loaves and Fishes and the Astoria 
Senior Center daily, where he 
played pool and was known as 
“John Wayne.” 

Surviving are a daughter and 
son-in-law, Janice and Albin 
“Abby” Ihander of Astoria; one 
granddaughter, Robin Spies of 
Astoria; a grandson, Mark Ihander 
of Astoria; a grandson and his wife, 
Kirk and Lisa Ihander of Bend; 
eight great-grandchildren, Alice and 
‘Debra Emery both of Federal Way, 
Wash., Benjamin “James” McQuil- 
jiams of Seaside, Ryan Arundal of 

| Corvallis, Scott Arundal and 
Stephanie Spies, both of Astoria, 
_and Elisha and Jacob Ihander, both 
of Bend; one brother, George 
Ostrom of Astoria; nephew, Fred 
-Antilla of Astoria; a special friend, 
Lillian Niemi; and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

Visitation is until 7 p.m. today at 


Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary. 

Service is 11 a.m. Thursday at 
Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary. 

A coffee hour follows at Peace 
Lutheran Church. 

Interment is 2 p.m. Thursday, at 
Greenwood Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Columbia River Maritime 
Museum. 


The Twelve Days of Christmas, or 
The Everlasting Turkey... 
ee ¢ 
On the first day of Christmas, my 
true love said to me, 
I’ve bought a big fresh turkey, and 
a proper Christmas tree. 


On the second day of Christmas, 
much laughter can be heard, 

As we tucked into our turkey, a 
most delicious bird. 


On the third day of Christmas, 
came the people from next door, 

The turkey tasted just as good as 
it had before. 


On the fourth day of Christmas, 
some wine and cheese we had, 

We were bright and happy, the 
turkey a little sad. 


On the fifth day of Christmas, out- 
side the snowflakes scurried, - 
: But we were nice and warm 
inside, we had the turkey curried. 


On the sixth day of Christmas, the 
Christmas spirit died, 

The children fought and bickered, 
we had the turkey fried. : 


On the seventh day of Christmas, 
my true love he did wince, 

When he sat down at the table, 
and was offered turkey mince. 


On the eighth day of Christmas, 
the dog had run for shelter, 

He’d seen our turkey pancakes 
and the glass of alkaseltzer. 


On the ninth day of Christmas, by 
lunch time Dad was blotto. 

He knew the bird was back again, 
this time as a risotto. 


On the tenth day of Christmas, we 

were drinking home made brew, 
As if that wasn’t bad enough, we 

were eating turkey stew. 


On the eleventh day of Christmas, 

the Christmas tree was moulting, 
With chilli, soy and oyster sauce, 

the turkey was revolting. 


On the twelfth day of Christmas, 
we had smiles upon our lips, 

The guests had gone, the turkey 
too, we dined on fish and chips. 
eee 


Elna dresses up 
red potatoes 


by Elna Furnish 


_ One sees little new red potatoes in the 
markets now and they are a nice change. 
What I like best — no need to peel the 
little critters. 

Garlic-Roasted Potatoes 
. 3 tablespoons olive oil 
12 small red potatoes, 
into 1/2-inch slices 
1 head garlic, separated into cloves 
and peeled 
5 sprigs fresh rosemary, thyme or 
basil 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Pour oil 
into bottom of a 9x13-inch glass baking 
dish. Add potatoes and garlic cloves and 
toss until coated with oil. Spread pota- 
toes and garlic to form a single layer on 
bottom of dish. Place fresh herbs on top 
and cover with foil. Put in oven to bake 
for 20 minutes. Remove, uncover, retum 
to oven and bake 15-20 minutes more or 
until potatoes are tender and starting to 
brown. Remove herbs before serving. 


New Potatoes Francais 
10 new red potatoes, thinly sliced 
1 1/4 cups Swiss or Gruyere cheese, 


washed and cut 
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Warrenton rem embers one of its pioneers 


by Marcella Lindsey 


Don Falconer was born in Astoria on 
Sept. 1, 1915, to Earnest and Frances 
(Jurhs) Falconer; Don’s father operated 
the street car in Astoria for many years. 
He was of German and English decent. 

When Don was four years old his 
mother was killed in an accident while 
riding a horse, so he and his brother 
Earl went to live with their grandpar- 
ents, August and Kate (Tostow) some- 
times spelled (Tostum) Juhrs. Kate was 
the daughter of Indian Chief Tostow of 
the Clatsop Tribe. 

She is the sole heir of Chief Tostow 
and the last Indian Princess of the 
Tostow Band. 

In a statement from the book 
“Certain Indian Tribes in Oregon and 
Washington,” Kate states that her 
father, Chief Tostow was one of the 
signers of the 1851 treaty. 

Don’s grandparents lived about 
where the old Highway 101 connects 
with Marline Avenue in Warrenton. 

In 1926 Don’s grandmother, Kate 
died so he and his brother went to live 
with their father Earnest Falconer on 
East Harbor. 


PIONEER FAMILY - From left to right, Earl Falconer, age two; grandmother 
Kate Juhrs, and Don, age four. 


grated and dividea 
1/2 teaspoon dried basil 
- Salt and pepper 
1 cup half and half 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 
| 7x11-inch glass baking dish. Cover bot- 
| tom with one layer potatoes. Sprinkle 
_with 1/4 cup cheese, a sprinkle of basil 
and salt and pepper. Repeat for two 
additional layers. Pour half and half into 
dish over the final layer. Put in oven and 
bake, uncovered, for one hour. Remove, 
add remaining one-half cup cheese and 
bake an additional 20 minutes. Do not 
overcook. 


+ 
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Cajun Potatoes 
10 small red potatoes, unpeeled and 
thinly sliced 
1 cup half and half 
1 1/2 cups cheddar cheese, grated and 
divided 
1 teaspoon chili powder 
1/4 teaspoon dried red pepper flakes 
Salt and pepper 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In bot- 
tom of glass baking dish, place a layer of 
sliced potatoes. Sprinkle with one-third 
of cheese, chili powder and red pepper 
flakes. Season with salt and pepper. 
Repeat layering process twice more, 
leaving grated cheese off top layer. Pour 
half and half over all; place uncovered 
dish in oven and bake for one hour. 
Remove from oven. Sprinkle reserved 
one-half cup cheddar over mixture and 
Tetum to oven to bake 20 more minutes. 
For more zing use jalapeno Monterey 
Jack cheese instead of cheddar. 
_ We should be treated to some beauti- 
ful May flowers any time what with all 
the April showers we have been putting 
up with - better than that pesky snow 
that persists in falling in so many parts 
of the country. 


Elna Furnish is a food columnist for the 
Seaside Signal 


—- 


Don’s tather worked at the old 
Smiley Lambert mill and later at 
Prouty’s mill until about 1940 when he 
went to work for Government 
Engineers at Fort Stevens for 10 years. 

Don was in the Navy in the Pacific 
from 1941 through 1945. He saw a 
good deal of action and was hospital- 


DON FALCONER 


ized for a time on one of the islands. 
The only enjoyable time he spent dur- 
ing his four years in the Navy were the 
nine months he was stationed in 
Australia. He got out of the service in 
Farraget, Idaho, and that is where he 
met Dorothy Davis who was also in the 
service as a dental technician. 

After getting out of the service he 
drove the Oregon Motor Stage between 
Portland and Astoria. In July, 1946, he 
went back to Farraget and brought 
Dorothy back to Astoria. They were 
married on July 3, 1946, and have lived 
in their present location for over 40 
years. 

Don retired from driving Oregon 
Motor Stage in 1947 and drove a gaso- 
line truck for Texaco for 12 years. He 
then went to work for the University of 
Oregon operating equipment at Tongue 
Point until his retirement in 1975. 

Don and Dorothy have two daugh- 
ters, Linda Tellhed of Nehalem and 
Janice Phelan of Portland; one son, 
Don Falconer of Portland; three grand- 


é 


PF, a, AF sua 
sons and one granddaughter; also one | 


niece, 


Marcella Lindse 
Warrenton resident . 


Diane Collier of Warrenton, his 
brother Earl’s daughter. 
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Rendezvous 
draws more 
people than 
most nights 


A nice sized crowd gath- 
ered at the Astoria Senior 
Center on Friday, Jan. 8 for 
the 7 p.m. Astoria Music 
Rendezvous. Various musi- 
cians entertained the 
seniors that evening. 

Bob Swenson served as 
master of cermonies, played 
guitar and sang. 

James L. Walker also 
played guitar and sang. 

Russ Lewis played his 
guitar and sang, accompa- 
nied by his son Kevin, from 
Vancouver, Wash. | 

Arlee Hayne played vio- 
lin and guitar will singing a 
song from the 1930s titled 
“The Barefoot Boy with 
Boots on.” 

Audrey Paetow played 
the piano, as did Fern 
Ehrlich. 

Warrenton resident 
Clarence Hadley played 
violin while —= Andy 
Honcharenko played guitar 
and mouth harp while 
Phyllis Bennett sang and 
played guitar. 

The next music_ren- 
dezvous is scheduled for 7 
p.m., Feb. 12. Music fans 
are encouraged to come 
bring a friend and some 
dessert. Wilma Woodington, 
new president of the 
Astoria Seniors said they 
are looking forward to an 
activity-filled 1999. 


Photo courtesy Marcella Lindsey 
Among those gathering for a “Music Rendezvous” held 
on Jan. 8 at the Astoria Senior Center were: (Left to 
right) Russ Lewis, Kevin Lewis, Phyllis Bennett, James 
L. Walker, Fern Ehrlich, Bob Swenson, Arlee Hayne, 
Audrey Paetow, Clarence Hadley plus Andy 
Honcharenko. Those interested are invited to another 
musical evening next Friday, Feb. 12. 


Senior (eA enter celebrates anniversary 


COT og NEA b 


By Marcella Lindsey 

I had the privilege of attend- 
ing the 10th Anniversary cele- 
bration at the Astoria Senior 
Center on Jan. 26. 

There were around 150 peo- 
ple attending including special 
guest Mayor Van Dusen. 

The hostesses served special 
anniversary cake, nuts and 
mints and Gordon Grass pro- 
vided beautiful music on his 
keyboard. 


Sister Patricia McCann or- 
ganized a group of seniors in 
the 1970’s and started meetings 
in the old American Legion 
building on 12th and Grand for 
awhile. After two moves, the 
group formed a committee and 
went before the City of Astoria 
with their need of a permanent 
meeting place close to down- 
town and bus transportation. 

In 1984, after about two 
months of looking for a suita- 
ble meeting place, the City of 
Astoria agreed to use the rev- 
enue sharing money of $225,000 
they had set aside to purchase 
the old Hunt building for a 
meeting place for seniors 55 
wears Old and over. 


years including: three pool ta- 
bles, a shuffleboard table, a 
television and VCR, many pie- 
ces of furniture and two electric 
organs, one of which is an elec- 
tric Lowrey Organ donated by 
the Harris family of Route 5 in 
Astoria this past weekend after 
the celebration. 

The City of Astoria has re- 
cently remodeled the northwest 
corner of the building for a 
meeting room and for sewing 
Classes. The center has 12 


sewing machines that belong to 
Clatsop Community College. If 
you have anything to donate to 
the senior center, call 325-3231. 


Sister Patricia McCann, who 
Started the senior group, has a 
new address and I’m sure she 
would love to hear from you. 
P.O. Box 214, Marylhurst, OR | 
97036. I encourage all of those 
who are 55 and over to take 
advantage of this beautiful cen- 
ter. 
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Senior Center Hosts Open 
House — The Astoria Senior 
Center hosts an open house from 
2-4 p.m. Thursday at the center, 
1111 Exchange St. Senior Center 
President Joyce Corder said coffee 
and cake are served and keyboard 
music will be played by Gordon 
Grass. All are invited to attend as 
the seniors show their appreciation 
to the city of Astoria for providing 
the building and helping to main- 
tain it. 


By CARISA CEGAVSKE 
“was «°") definitely 
ity of, Astoria’s ‘‘town  hall’” 
Se Siori Wednesday night on Ballot 
pvictSure 5292) 0 | 


ed,"and many of those tepre- 

& 

ifrom cuts, © eae 
= The meeting — called to accept 


*shield’ the Astoria Senior Center 


‘should or should not eliminate an 


‘éstitnated $760,000 from its budget © 
‘= certainly drew more suggestions | 


“for what should be saved than what 
"could be given up. 
/ The onl 


‘substantial 


Savings’ came from 


of ‘the city’s personnel could 
‘their hours reduced from 40 
t0'37.5. per week. Since the payroll 
a8 thie'city’s largest expense, Shawa 

asoned, considerable’ savings 


uggested the work would 
iprobably get done about as well. 
weJoseph Cappo ‘was ‘the _ first 


§ up ‘a jar of honey ‘and a lemon, 
heurged the Budget Committee to 
Nake ood © budget decisions’ — 
ai atticular to keep thé senior 
e1 pen.’ He’ also urged his: 
fellow Seni 
fledrd “about the camaraderié’’'they 
it the’ center. °” AAPG 


@ Of those who spoke 
 itiade a top priority!" i 


end 


lié* council chambers were’ 


Sehted “were Senior citizens who. 
canie to plead with the council to 


public’ advice on where the city” 
y concrete suggestion for ’ 
lily Shawa, who suggested that 


d result from such a change. - 


fatidiénice’ member to speak. Hold- 


ors td’ speak up’ and be © 


up! was” 


rota, who asked that’ the! 


UWE CAN'T have that ' 


“center, I don’t know what I’ll do! 
' — whether,I’ll go on a good drunk. 
sani 

an-average crowd at the | 


or leave,town,’’ Larota said. 5 >: 

Francis Cappo said seniors have 
alot of time to fill. .' 

“Other than that little puttering 
around in the yard, looking out 
their windows, they have nothing 
to do,’’ she said. 

Hashim Shawa also spoke in. 
support of the center. 

“This is very important,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I appreciate Astoria for 
providing such a good place’ for 
Astorians,”’ 

Gunner Lynn _ pointed out 
members of the Budget Committee: 
weren’t getting any younger. ‘‘You 
better get with it,’’ he said. ‘‘One 
of these days you’re going to be 
over there playing pool.’’ ,» ei 

Forrest Clark suggested that. the — 
same seniors who were asking that; 


the center be kept open so they © 


could fill up their time could spend . 
some of their free’ time during ~ 
retirement . volunteering © their 
Services to the city government. . ~_ 
“I believe senior citizens in this 
community would be willing to’ 


donate their time in places where : 
the city administration could. use ; 


them,’’ Clark said. 

But not all those present thought 

the center a top priority. Sandra’ 
Swain said. she thought it..won- 

derful so many seniors had come to. 
the meeting, but she urged the™ 
committee not to neglect the needs” 
of youth just because they weren’t ' 
present. te 


“WE COULD FILL this room 


tonight with teen-agers who have 


nothing to do,’’ she said, urging 
that recreation and drug and 


enter from cutbacks " 


“alcohol treatment be supported by 


: the city. 


»», Others, having heard that posi- 
tions are proposed to be cut from 
police and fire departments, 
begged the committee not to cut 
emergency services. #, 

“IT don’t see how we can stand 
to cut. fire Vand police,’’ Ross 
Adams said. rely: : 

Dolores Strickland also asked 
support for police services. Citing 
a proposal that would mean the end 
of police officer Susan Chadwell’s 
job, Strickland said police and fire 
services are desperately needed. — 


_-, “I hate. to come here and ask 


you to retain something without 
suggesting something that could be 
cut,’’ she said. ‘‘I really do hope 
you can retain the police and fire 
department intact.’’ 


A couple~of people also urged 
support for business support 
groups. Peter Gimre, of the Astoria 
Downtown Development Associa- 
tion, urged continued support for 
the association. Jim Servino asked 
continued. support for the Com- 
mittee to Promote Astoria. 


Karen Barber; who. described 
herself as a relative newcomer to 
Astoria, said the city is unique in 
its sense of community. She 
suggested lack’ of funds could be 
offset by volunteer effort. 


“Is think » the: most important 


_ thing we have to work with is 


people,’’ she said. 

The committee will continue to 
hold meetings throughout _ this 
month’ and next. It is charged with- 
developing a budget proposal for 
next year by March 18, 


ve 
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Astoria Senior Center to incorporate 


. By Donna Graham 

Ballot Measure 5, casting its 
long shadow, included the As- 
toria Senior Centers. They are 
now incorporating and, at a 
meeting on June 7, Retired 
Admiral David Roscoe ex- 
plained: “In order to operate 
in this city-owned building 
there has to be.an agreement 
between the city and the 
Seniors, and there has to be a 
non-profit corporation with 
which to negotiate. Under 
Oregon law, a non-profit cor- 
poration must establish by-laws 
and be incorporated under IRS 
501 (c)(3)." 


’ The new by-laws provide that 
membership shall be open to 
all residents of the City of As- 
toria and vicinity, 55 years of 
age, or Older, and organizations 
in sympathy with its purpose... 
to receive entertainment, recre- 
ational and cultural oppor- 
tunities as @ group and, also, 
individually, — 


The. newly-elected officers - 
are: President, (Astoria’s form- 


er Chief of Police, now retired) 
Chuck Paetow; Vice President, 
Frances (Toni) Cappo; Secreta- 
ry, Donna Graham; Treasurer, 
Iva Honcharenko. Hashim 
Shawa was appointed Chairman 
of Daily Volunteering Commit- 
tees, and found Seniors happy 
and willing to help out wher- 
ever and whenever they are 
needed. 

The Seniors thank the 
IAMAW (Auto Machinists) 
Local 24 for the recent gift of 
a much-needed standard type- 
writer and adding machines. 
This will make life easier for 
both Donna and Iva! 

Next on the Center’s agenda 
is the Lease Agreement for the 
building they presently occupy. 
This will be discussed at the 
Astoria City Council Meeting, 
Monday, July 1, at 7:30 p-m., 
and all Seniors in the area are 
invited. Your presence is need- 
ed and appreciated! 


cS) 1 


If. you are 55, or "older, Al 
haven't been down to the Cent- 
er for some time, if at al), 
come .by and see if there isn’t 


- something you can do.and feel 


comfortable and happy doing it. 
The experience, expertise and 
wisdom you have lived long 
enough (fortunately) to gather, 
is esteemed at the Astoria 
Senior Center...where everyone 
is proud of their age and has 
the good sense to realize no 
one can get from the present 
into the future without ex- 
periencing "Age", which is the 
other side of the coin marked 
"Time". 


Meet senior center handyman, 


99 
by Shelby Case Veer : 


community editor 


If something is broken, Andy Honcharenko 
will fix it. 

Honcharenko, an Astoria resident, donates his 
time and energy toward making and fixing 
various objects for the Astoria Senior Center. 

“T hate to throw something away because it 
could be fixed and utilized,” he explained. 

For example, in his workshop at the center, 
which he refers to as his “office,” Honcharenko 
has fixed a 1906 Victrola. The phonograph was 
used by Ilwaco residents at their dance hall. 

“Some of the people who come down here 
danced to that,” he said. 

He plays the machine. The faint sound of a 
voice crackles through to 1991, coming from 
the early 1900s album, which of all things, is 
entitled, “Alpine Specialty — Popular Yodels.” 

Another Victrola, an Edison Amberolo from 
about 1916, was donated to the Astoria Senior 
Center. 

“Tt was all in pieces,” Honcharenko recalled. 
“Everything was rusty.” 

But with help from a City of Astoria 
employee, Jim Krettler, the phonograph was 
repaired. Krettler took a photograph of another 
Edison phonograph and from that picture, 
Honcharenko was able to build a new lid. 

Another project was a senior center pool 
table, which was donated by the Fraternal 
Order of the Eagles, Astoria Aerie 2189. He 
said the pool table was supposed to have been 
dumped, but fortunately was saved from a trash. 
heap. 

He sanded the table and cut ivory diamond 
shapes out of piano keys, which in turn, were 
installed in the pool table railing. Also, 
Honcharenko painted varnish onto the table 
legs as the varnish was gone from the table 
because it became wet. 

Honcharenko had noticed some cigarette 
burns in the table and was prepared to get rid of 
them. 

“And Kretiler said, ‘Let’s leave those. That’s 
history’,” Honcharenko said. 

Honcharenko has made model vehicles and a 
show case for the center. The vehicles, which 
include a 1932 Ford pickup truck, are made out 
of scrap metal Honcharenko owns. The already 


Andy Honcharenko 


KEEP ON ROLLIN’ — Andy Honcharenko stands next*to the senior center train set he 


fixed. The set, which was donated by Coilumbia Physicians’ Services, (formerly the 
Astoria Clinic), was in two big sections, he said. Honcharenko built a new frame and 
repaired the tunnels, bridges and other parts of the set. 


existing 1932 Ford he finished five years ago. 
Honcharenko builds about one model per year. 
This busy man is making yet another cabinet, 
which will have sliding glass on both ends. That 
project is sitting in his workshop. 

He is building another 1932 Ford pickup and 
shows what will be one of the fenders. 

“This is just a scrap piece of iron,” he said, 
pointing to the shiny black fender. 
Honcharenko also made a tire for the vehicle. C 
& C Body and Paint Clinic of Astoria painted 
the fender. 

“I got so much good cooperation from other 
people,” Honcharenko said. 

His vehicles look as though they would 
please children for their birthdays, the work is 
so thorough and expert. 

Honcharenko also fixed a train set for the 
center. 

The set was built by a hobby shop and the 
Lower Columbia Model Railroad Club and later 


(Signal photo by Shelby Case) 


donated to the center. 

Honcharenko built a new frame for the set 
and also reproduced a small-scale Astor 
Column. 

The fix-it man, who was born in Minot, N: D.., | 
in 1914, lived on a farm with his parents. His 
interest in making things for others started 
when he was young. He would build miniature 
toy Cars out of tomato cans. | 

Honcharenko started working at the Gallanto 
Auto Co. in 1941, where Astoria’s Safeway 
now stands. When war broke out, he joined the | 
U.S. Army and eventually was sent to North 
Africa and Germany. 

He spent almost 40 years as an auto body 
repairman, coming back to Astoria because he 
loved the town. 

Now, Honcharenko looks at the many objects 
he has fixed for the center and seems proud. 

I think it’s (repairing) wonderful. A lot of 
outsiders come in and say, ‘Hey, this is neat!’” 
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_at High School 


>. The Astoria High School student council 
Sponsored a senior citizen luncheon at the AHS 
Fafeteria on Jan. 31. Over 40 seniors were ferried 
from the Astoria Senior Center, fed a sumptuous 
fanch, and entertained by the Port City Singers, 


AHS's jazz choir. 


e high school cafeteria provided lunch, 


ni (the student council paid for other costs asso- 


eC with the luncheon. 


Fran Schlieski, student advisor for the 
Sotincil and a part-time staff member at AHS, 


he high school has been sponsoring the se- 


or 


Other side of the coin_/ ul ng JZ. } provide that membership shall be open to all res- 


Ballot Measure 5, casting its long shadow, 
included the Astoria Senior Center. They are now 
incorporating and, at a meeting on June 7, Retired 
Adm. David Roscoe explained: “In order to oper- 
ate in this city-owned building there has to be an 
agreement between the city and the seniors, and 


there has to be a non-profit corporation with which | 


to negotiate. Under Oregon law, a non-profit cor- 
poration must establish by-laws and be incorpo- 
rated under IRS 501 (c)(3).” The new by-laws 


TCT IOS CO EREEEEWE VACA WIL, 


and organizations in sympathy with its purpose ... 
‘to receive entertainment, recreational and cultur- 
'al opportunities as a group and, also, individual- 
ly 


The newly-elected officers are: President (Asto- 
'ria’s former chief of police, now retired) Chuck 
'Paetow; Vice President Frances (Toni) Cappo; 
/ Secretary Donna Graham; Treasurer Iva Hon- 

charenko. Hashim Shawa was appointed chair- 

man of Daily Volunteering Committees, and found 
seniors happy and willing to help out wherever and 
whenever they are needed. 

The seniors wish to thank the auto machinists’ 
Local 24 for the recent gift of a much-needed 
standard typewriter and adding machines. This 
will make life easier for both Donna and Iva. 


Aimee Schneider ,an AHS 12th-grader, and an Astoria Regatta Princess for 
1991, assists one of the many seniors who visited the high school for the senior 
luncheon. 


Next on the center’s agenda is the lease agree-* 
ment for the building they presently occupy. This’ 
will be discussed at the Astoria City Council meet- | 
ing, Monday, July 1, at 7:30 p.m., and all seniors’ 
in the area are invited. Your presence is needed and 
appreciated! 

If you are 55, or older, and haven’t been down’ 
to the center for some time, if at all, come by and’ 
see if there isn’t something you can do and feel: 
comfortable and happy doing it. The experience, 
expertise and wisdom you have lived long enough, 
(fortunately) to gather, is esteemed at the Astoria 
Senior Center ... where everyone is proud of their 
age and have the good sense to realize no one can 
get from the present into the future without expe- 
riencing “Age,” which is the other side of the coin 
marked “Time”. 

DONNA GRAHAM 
Secretary, 


. An Open House cele- 
- bration was held January 
26th to observe the Tenth 
~- Anniversary of the cre- 
ation of the Astoria Senior 

Center, and to express 
- appreciation to the City of 
_ Astoria for providing the 


About 150 people attended the party, 
' including special guests, Mayor and 
~ Mrs. Willie Van Dusen and son, Jake. 
_ Many other well-known people and 
* members enjoyed the special anniver- 
_ Sary cake, coffee, nuts and mints served 
by hostesses Doris Miller and Ola 
_Labiske, as well as the beautiful music 
' on the keyboard played by Gordon 
Grass, 

- Some couples danced to the music in 
the back portion of the center, where on 
_ the the second Friday of each month, a 
’ Musical Jamboree is held. 

Around 1976, Sister Patricia McCann 
. Organized ceramics classes for seniors, 
i holding meetings in the old American 
Legion building on 12th and Grand for a 
while. 

In 1984, after two more moves and 
i having searched for two months for a 


RS. 
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suitable place, a committee of seniors 
headed by sister Patricia went begore the 
City of Astoria, and presnted their need 
for a permanent meeting place for 
seniors 55 and over. 

The City then agreed to use the 
Revenue Sharing money they had set 
aside to purchase the old Hunt building 
at 1111 Exchange Street. The seniors 
moved into that building and held their 
first meeting in December 1984, and 
their first Open House on January 29, 
1985. 

The Center is provided to the seniors, 
who are responsible for the electric bill, 
as well as their liability insurance. 

The City of Astoria pays the gas heat- 
ing bill and the fire insurance which cov- 
ers the structure of the building. It also 
provides weekly cleaning which 
includes restrooms and floors, and pro- 
vide paper towels, toilet paper and fluo- 

grescent tubes for the light fixtures. CTIC 
pays for local telephone service. 

Daily management and operation of 
the premises is provided by the seniors 
themselves under the direction of 
President Joyce Corder, now in her sec- 
ond term of office. Other helpers 
include past vice-president Emilie Ivarie, 


Ola Labiske, current vice-president; Ed | 


Aho, treasurer; Emily Shawa, secretary; 
Iva Mae Honcharenko, Sargent at Arms; 
as well as Andy Honcharenko; Lucille 
Johnson, Doris Miller, Blanche Steph, 


former president Chuck Paetow and wife 
Audrey; Eli Riutta and Bob Watson. 

The first president was Chuck Paetow, 
the second was Hashim Shawa and the 
third and current president is Joyce 
Corder. Membership is $12 per year. 

The center has received many dona- 
tions in the past ten years which include 
pool tables, a shuffleboard, TV, VCR, 
furniture, and two electric organs, one of 
which was donated by the Harris Family. 

Never to be forgotten is Andy 
Honcharenko and his many, many 
contributions to the center through 
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his painstaking restorations 0 
donated appliances and various. 
mechanisms, particularly the out-» 
standing train exhibit. 
Honcharenko, a former auto noes 
worker, is known around the center 
for his skill and craftmanship in: 
restoring broken machines. 

One of his helpers, Jim Krettler, 
assisted in the renovation of the” 
shuffleboard and cabinet which dis 
plays twelve beautiful model cars 
that Andy made by han 
Continued on page 8 


continued from page 8 


and donated to the City of Astoria. 
Another asset to the center has 
been the complete remodeling of 
the large northwest spare room, 
under the leadership of 1993 for- 
mer president, Hashim Shawa. 

He coordinated the efforts and 
enlisted the assistance of the fol- 
lowing organizations with the per- 
) mission, help and approval of the 
| City of Astoria, as well as that of 
the senior members. 

Clatsop Community College 
contributed electrical wiring and 
equipment under the direction of 
Larry Haskell. Tongue Point Job 
Corps journeymen electricians 
worked on the project under the 
/supervision of Electric Norm and 
' Wadsworth Electric, Inc. 

The Sheriff’s Department con- 
‘tributed the labor of prisoners who 
were assigned to perform commu- 
nity service. Copeland Lumber 
Yard gave the center lumber at cost. 


Anniversary: 


- Northwest Natural Gas donated 
insulation for the new lowered ceil- 
‘ing. The seniors paid for the lumber 
nd shelving; and the city took care 
yf the windows, and finished and 
yainted the room, under the direction 
f Fred Lindstrom, then-director of 
‘storia Parks and Recreation, who 
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CELEBRATE! — Ilva Mae Honcharenko, Mae Wheeler, Linda Niemelin and 
Dorothy Michelson enjoy the celebration at the Astoria Senior Center. 


recently passed away. 

Mr. Shawa gave much credit to his 
‘right hand man,” Andy 
Honcharenko, for overseeing the 
pieces of the project. 

Now this nifty new room is being 
used for classes such as the “55- 
ALIVE,” a senior driving education 
program, a Clatsop College sewing 
class, health classes, and various 


other group meetings. 

The Astoria Senior Center is open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and is open during the evening 
for special events. Regular activities 
include social interaction, cards, pool 
games, classes in ceramics and paint- 
ing, exercise for seniors provided by 
Clatsop Community College, and 
Bingo on Monday afternoons. 


re pon Center celebrates | 


Special programs include pot. | 
lucks on the third Thursday of the» 
month at 4:30 p.m., music jam-. 
borees on the second Friday at 7 | 
p.m., birthday parties on the last 
Wednesday of the month, and, 
blood pressure checks on Tuesdays r 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Now through April 15, there is: 
income tax preparation assistance 
all day on Fridays. Members’ 
monthly meetings are held at the’ 
center on the third Thursday morn- 
ing at 10 a.m. 4 

Center members encourage all of, 
those who are 55 and over to take» 
advantage of this beautiful center” 
in downtown Astoria. If you have. 
anything you’d like to donate to” 
the seniors, the telephone number. 
is 325-3231. b 

Keep in mind the following bit 
of information, “Medical advice, 
tells us that social interaction and’ 
communication with other people. 
is vital to our mental and physical’ 

good health.” f 
Please note that Sister Patricia. 

McCann who started the senior, 

group back in 1976 has a new. 

address. | 

Itis©P.0;-Box*214; Marylhurst, 
Ore., 97036, and her number is 503-, 
636-8105. She’d love to hear from: 


you. ; 


FEBRUARY 10, 1995 


By Marcella Lindsey 

I had the privilege of attend- 
ing the 10th Anniversary cele- 
bration at the Astoria Senior 
Center on Jan. 26. 

There were around 150 peo- 
ple attending including special 
guest Mayor Van Dusen. 

The hostesses served special 
anniversary cake, nuts and 
mints and Gordon Grass pro- 
vided beautiful music on his 
keyboard. 


Sister Patricia McCann or- 
ganized a group of seniors in 
the 1970’s and started meetings 
in the old American Legion 
building on 12th and Grand for 
awhile. After two moves, the 
group formed a committee and 
went before the City of Astoria 
with their need of a permanent 
meeting place close to down- 
town and bus transportation. 

In 1984, after about two 
months of looking for a suita- 
ble meeting place, the City of 
Astoria agreed to use the rev- 
enue sharing money of $225,000 
they had set aside to purchase 
the old Hunt building for a 
meeting place for seniors 55 
years old and over. 


The seniors moved into their 
building in December 1984 and 
had their open house on Jan. 
29, 1985. The center is rent- 
free to the seniors and the City 
of Astoria pays all utilities. 

The center has_ received 


many donations in the past ten 


The Columbia Press 


| 
Senior Center celebrates anniversary 


years including: three pool ta- 
bles, a shuffleboard table, a 
television and VCR, many pie- 
ces of furniture and two electric 
organs, one of which is an elec- 
tric Lowrey Organ donated by 
the Harris family of Route 5 in 
Astoria this past weekend after 


. the celebration. 


The City of Astoria has re- 
cently remodeled the northwest 
corner of the building for a 
meeting room and for sewing 
classes. The center has 12 


sewing machines that belong to 
Clatsop Community College. If 
you have anything to donate to 
the senior center, call 325-3231. 


Sister Patricia McCann, who 
Started the senior group, has a 
new address and I’m sure she 
would love to hear from you. 
P.O. Box 214, Marylhurst;-OR 
97036. I encourage all of those 
who are 55 and over to take 
advantage of this beautiful cen- 
ter. 
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Delora Duoos (fore- — 
ground) and 
Josephine Estrada 

work on their paint- 

_ings during a mixed- 
media painting 
class Thursday at 
the Astoria Senior 
Center. The class 

normally has about _ 
five members init _ 
who meet regularly © 
to paint. 

_ The Daily Astorian 
JEFFREY FOSTER 


a 
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10 YBRARS OF HISTORY. *** 1985-1995 


Today we are celebrating the 10th anniversary of the Astoria Senior Center 
building at 1111 Exchange. 


We offer a physical fitness class, weekly blood pressure clinic, ame. 
cards, oil painting class, sewing class, a musical rendezvous once each — 
month, and a pot luck and a birthday celebration each month. We entertain 
Astoria High School seniors prior to the end of the school year by having a 


"Hot Dog" feed. 


Funds are raised to help cover expenses by holding a annual bazaar, 
raffles, sales of ceramics, star mobiles made from greeting cards, annual 
membership dues, and proceeds from the sale of Darigold ice cream at 
Hauke’s Sentry Market (last year). 


Following is a list of some of the items donated and improvements to the 
Astoria Senior Center building over the last 10 years: 


1985 Senior Center grand opening 
Acquired kiln 
1986 Restored donated antique Ambréola phonograph 
Television was donated 
1987 A water fountain was donated in memory of Merriam Shawa 
Restored Brunswick 1905 pool table and pool stick rack 
A second pool table was donated 
1988 Acquired the sound system 
Table & chairs were donated 
Foosball table was donated 
Train was donated 
1989 Restored the donated Victrola 
Constructed display cabinets for Andy Honchorenko’s model cars and 
machinery which he made 
Purchased showcases for display of ceramics and other items of 
interest 
1990 Refinished shuffleboard 
Acquired tape deck 
Roof was replaced 
Basement door was replaced 
Ceramic molds were donated by Arlene Blakeman 
1991 Restored the donated antique domestic sewing machine 
19972 Purchased microwave 
Back door was replaced 
Carpet was replaced 


1993 Remodeled spare room which enabled it to be used for classes and 
meetings 


With the passage of Ballot Measure 5 in 1990 , a group of volunteers 
assumed the responsibility of planning and coordinating activities at the 
Senior Center. The seniors formed a committee to write the rules and 
regulations of the Senior Center and it became Astoria Senior Center, Inc. 


with elected officers. Astoria Senior Center members elected the following 
persons for 1995: 


President : Joyce Corder Treasurer: Ed Aho 
Vicewr resident -)~Olavlabiske Sergant at Arms: Iva Mae Honcharenk 
Permecretary: Emily Shawa 


The City of Astoria provides the building for the senior citizens and we 


)are grateful and thank them for new carpeting, new roof, and supplying the 
_ center with janitorial services, supplies, and utilities. 


But the years 
have taken a toll 
on historic 
blacksmith shop 


very so often, Randy 
Stemper leaves his 
brightly lit, computer- 
ized office at Builders 
Supply Co., strolls to the old 
two-story building just south of 
his lumberyard, slides back the 
big wooden door and steps back 
in time. 

Since last year, the Astoria business- 
man has owned the historic landmark 
built in 1920 to the specifications of 


Carl Svenson, Astoria blacksmith for 
almost half a century. 


An oil can collects dust and cobwebs while sitting in the window at the old i 
he blacksmith shop remains as it was when Carl Svenson died in 1967. Blacks t 


p off of Exchange 
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Street. Everything in 


NN 
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” Byes a adj usting to the dim light, ina 
walks the wood-plank floors, stopping to 
point out the forge, a 280- pound anvil, a 
drill press still well-oiled and in working 
order. Hammers and tongs are neatly 
arrayed on tables and in wooden boxes. 

“Every time I come in here I find some- 
thing new,” Stemper says. 

But he also finds problems brought on 
by age. The roof leaks, the storefront fac- 


ing Exchange Street is slowlv buckling 
under its own weight, and, for fear of a 


electric jolt, nobody wants to switch on the 
lights that have been dim for years now, 
part of an antiquated electrical system. 

When the weather improves in coming 
weeks, Stemper plans to have the building 
righted and reinforced. A concrete retain- 
ing wall beneath the wooden sidewalk will 
halt the slow slide of Exchange Street, now 
creeping towards the south face of the old 
shop. 

These measures are costly and time-con- 
suming, and just a sampling of the work 
needed to preserve the 75-year-old building 
and its contents, lovingly maintained for 
years by the three daughters of the black- 
smith who died in 1967. 


A colorful part of the past 


veryone in Astoria would have 
come to Carl Svenson’s shop at 
some point. He was the man to 


visit if your wagon wheel needed new 
spokes, your rudder needed repairs and 
your saw needed to be sharpened. A well- 
read man with a vast library of books, 
Svenson also led the local Socialist Labor 
party. 

Thanks to painstaking preservation by 
the three daughters he had with his wife, 
Elin, the old place looks like Carl Svenson 
could step up to the anvil and pound out a 
horseshoe, just as he did 70 years ago. 

Like anything with a past, the black- 
smith shop has spawned its share of stories, 
and in this case there has been plenty of 
fodder for the rumor mill: lively Socialist 
meetings, spinster sisters devoted to the 
past, a will left unsigned on a frosty Christ- 
mas Eve. 

In the blacksmith’s office, next to 
ledgers detailing expenditures from the 
1920s and ’30s and a box of miniature 
tools — tiny replicas of the ones Svenson 
used in his shop — there’s a note pad where 
Adaline and Leila Svenson jotted down the 
date and a brief weather report for every 
visit they made. 

The last entry is dated Dec. 24, 1993, 
“cold and frosty.” Adaline came to the 
shop alone; Leila had died four months ear- 
lier. The third sister, Medora, died in 1984. 
Adaline Svenson may have stayed for a 
few hours, attending to the old machinery 
and perhaps sitting down to read some 


Shop: 

A piece of 
history to 
set work 


Continued from Page 1 
magazines by the old wood-burn- 
ing stove that her father crafted 
from two oil barrels. 

Later that night, after returning 
to her Duane Street home she used 
to share with her sisters, Adaline 
Svenson died. Within reach was a 
draft of her will — unsigned. 
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The Daily Astorian File Photo 


A Leila and Adaline Svenson stand in a doorway of their father’s 
blacksmith shop in 1985. The sisters used to come to the shop 
on a regular basis even after their father died. When Adaline died in 
4993 without a will, the building was put up for sale and purchased 
by Randy Stemper, who owns Builders Supply Co. next door. 


Tools that were used daily for many years now sit untouched or 
work benches and the floor of the old blacksmith shop. Some 


buckets used for blacksmithing work still hold ashes. 


ey would say, ‘This 
is our father’s forge,’ 
and ‘This is our 
father’s hammer.’ It was so 
personalized. That’s why there 
ds a real need for interpreta- 
tion. All of that knowledge was 
_ in their heads, and they are no 
| longer here.’ 


— Karen Broeneke 
Clatsop County Historical Society 


Story by CATHERINE HAWLE : 


Photography By KARL MAASDé 
Of The Daily Astorian 5, 


Edna Hubbard 


“+ + 


Edna Hubbard was also hon- 
ored by the club. A longtime 
club member, she turned 90 on 
Feb. 5. The club provided a large 
sheet cake with white icing, 
trimmed with blue and yellow. 
Everyone sang a chorus of 
"Happy Birthday to You." 
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New window shades have been installed in the Astoria 
Senior Center, thanks to the generous donations of local cit- 
izens. The center welcomes all people to come in for a visit, 
cup of coffee and conversation. People 50 years of age and 
older qualify for membership. The new officers are: ROBERT 
BARTON, president; EMILY IVARIE, vice president; 
BETTE ANN BRAAS, secretary; ROBERT E. JOHNSON, 
treasurer; and IVA MAE HONCHARENKO, sergeant-at- 
arms. The center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 


Members and friends of the 
Astoria Senior Center hosted a “Hot 
Dog Lunch” on April 27th, in honor 


of graduating seniors from the 


Astoria High School. 

The menu included hot dogs, 
with all the fixin’s, baked beans, 
potato salad, coleslaw, chips and 
cookies for dessert. Beverages were 
supplied by Van Dusens’. 

Earlier in the year and again on 
May 2nd, the Astoria High School 
Student council hosted luncheons 


for the Senior Citizens. The senior 

citizens decided to return the favor, 

as they have done since 1989. 
Entertainment was provided by 


both groups also — Andy © 


Hancharenko played the musical - 
saw, accompanied by Solving Clark 
on the piano and a girls trio from 
Astoria High School sang several 
songs. Everyone agreed that it was a 
very special affair. 

While we are on the subject 
of the Astoria Senior Center, 
please drop by for a chat and 
cup of coffee. Also, there’s a 
fun time on the second Friday 
of each month. It’s called a 
“Musical Rendezvous,” so 
come and bring your instru- 
ments to play, sing along, or 
just listen to the music of yes- 
teryear. 
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